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Saturday, March 11. 1710. 


printed the Paragraphs quoted out of 

the Review by Dr. Suche verell, in or- 
der to write a Vindication of them, it is a 
Miſtake; I really ſee nothing in them capa- 
ble of a Charge, or that requires a Vindi- 
cation; and therefore I only quote them 
as the Hoctor has done, and let the World 


T it be thought, that in my laſt I re- 


judge, whether they make for him or a- 


gainſt him But I deſire a Word or two 
explaining the Nature of the Thing, and 
State of the Church in this Age, according 
to which I would be underſtood in all I ſay 
on this Head. 

No Man can charge me with one Word, 
or can quote out of the Review, or any 
other of my Writing, any Sentence re- 


proaching or reflecting on the Church of 
England, as a Church Il challenge them 
to ſhew me one Word in all the Volumes 
of this Work, or in any thing 1 have 
written — However I may diſſent from 
the Church in Matters of Diſcipline, Go- 
vernment, or Worſhip ; — The Diſſenters 
acknowlege, and for my ſelf I profeſs to 
own the DoQrioal Articles of the Church 
of England to be ſound Orthodox and 
Apoftolick z and it has been no Part of this 
Work, nor ever was my Way, to heap Re- 

proach upon what I ſo clearly recognize. 
Nor is it any Matter of Charge upon the 
Church of England, That her Minifters are 
BUT MEN — Men of like Paſſions and 
Infirmities with other Men; For the = 
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Jure of the Goſpel was given us at firſt in 
Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the 
Glory mig bt be (, God, &c. 

If the Miniſters of the Church of Eng- 
Land fall into ſcandalous Crimes; it the 
diſſolute Lives ot the Clergy are Matter of 
Offence, aud a Stumbling · Block to others ; 
this is ftil in it ſelf no Reproach upon the 
Church; and therefore in all I have ſaid, 
the Scandal does not reach to the Church, 
and coaſequently the Church can be in no 
Hazard from any thing ſaid on that Head. 
BUT, if when the diſſolute Clergy 
offend, and thoſe whoſe Office it is to mi- 
niſter in Holy Things, put forth thei: 
Hands to Crime; when Drunkeaneſs, 
Whoredom, Oaths, and Blaſphemy are 
ſhameleſly and openly committed by theſe 
Sons of Levi, and the Superiors, or ſuch 
in whoſe Hands the Government of the 
Church is plac'd, do not, Phiveas like, ex- 
ecute Juſtice for the Lord; if the Diſcipline 
of the Church is not exerted, that the ſcan- 
dalous Perſons may be remov'd from the 
Altar, that the Holy Things. may not be- 
some an Abomination, and the People be 
made to abhor the Offering of the Lord 
if, 1 ſay, then I ſpeak plainly, and ſcorn to 
ſpare them, the Crime becomes flagrant, 
and the Scandal lies on thoſe, in whoſe 
Hands the ſaid negleQed Diſcipline is en- 
truſted -—-——'ſhe Cauſe of the Church is 
betray'd and forſaken, and the Omiſſion, 
as it is fatal to the Work of the Goſpel, ſo 
it is ſcandalous to the Clergy in England—— 
Let it fall where it will; Who the Coat fits, 
let him wear it 

Would the People, o, blinded by Par- 
ties, hut thelt Eyes geinſt their Under- 
ſtandings, and cry out of the Danger of the 
Church, but conſider this, Here they would 
find the real Danger of the Church Not 
in Diſſenters, not in Schiſmaticks, not in 
Errors and Hereſies, but in Neglect of 
Diſcipline, in Breach of Government, in 
bearing with, and thereby tacitly owning 
and encouraging abhorr'd Debaucheries in 
the Inferior Clergy— ſuffering the ſcanca- 
tous Wretches to mingle the Sacred and the 
Vile, and permitting thoſe to open Heaven 
Gates to others, who carefully and avowed- 
ly hut themſelves out. 


To tell you this, and to repeat it, that 
even the Clamouf of it may reach you, if 
the Loathſomneſs will not, can be no Danger 


to you; the Crime is the Danger; let the 


Crime, let the Neglect be rectify'd, and te 
Author is content He ſhould die that re- 
pcoaches you with it—To complain now, is 
juſt as much dangerous, as he is dangerous to 
a wounded Man that calls for a Surgeon, or 
as he is dangerous to a Town, who dis- 
covering a Houſe on Fire, cries Fire, and 
raiſes tie Neighbours. 

To accuſe me of being an Enemy to the 
Church, for rouſing up the Sons of Diſci- 
pline, to purge the Houſe of God from 
Whoredom ; This is a Siga they are in 
Love with the Crimes of the Clergy, 
more than with the Safety of the Church. 

But let it go; let Dr. Sucheverell bring 
me ia attacking the Church, and putting 
her in Danger, becauſe I may have expos'd 
the Immoralities of the Clergy, among 
which he may be conſcious of his own 
Share, and perhaps of my being able to 
make it out-I ſhall never leave off exclaim- 
ing againft the horibleCrimes of the Clergy, 
till the Right Reverend Governors of the 
Church ſhall begin to exerciſe that Autho- 
rity GOD and the Church has put into 
their Hands, to reform or exemplarily pu- 
niſh the Riots, Exceſſes, and Debaucheries 
of the Clergy under their Authority, or 
remove the Perſons, - 

Is the Church in Danger from this ? 
Horrid Slander ! Wretched Affront upon 
the Church! Woe be to that Church, whoe 
Safety lies in a Neglect of Diſc:pline, and a 
Conniveace at Crime ! Woe be to that 
Church, whoſe Danger lies in Reformation 
of her Clergy, and whoſe own Gov- cament 
is a Terror to them 

No, Gentlemen, it is the Safety of the 
Church of England, and would be her Glory, 
to have her Diſcipline reviv'd, and th. ſe 
Sons of Scandal remov'd— And no wonder, 
That a Party of Men, who call themſelves 
the Church, are afraid of this — — is, 
the ir own vitious Lives make the Thoughts 
of it a Terror to them, and they are ia the 
right to ſay, that compl:ining of the Crimes 
of the Clergy puts them all in Danger; for 
ſhould the Biſhops ſtriflly viſit their Dio- 

ceſes 
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ceſes faithfully, reprove, admoniſh, and 
puniſh, Woe be to the Race of Mea that 
now prophane the Pulpit in the ſcvetal 
Parts of this unhappy Nation! 

He was more of a Politician thin a Chri- 

ian, that once reprov'd me for expoting 
the Vices of the Clergy cn another Account, 
tho' 3 mention it for the Notice of the 
Church Clergy—For, ſays he, it is the De- 
bauchery of the Clergy that encreaſes the 
Number of Diſſenters, and conſequently 
ſupports their Intereſt =— Let them go on, 
lays he, ike worſe the better. Let Doctor 
Sacheverell, who is ſuch a profeſs'd Enemy 
to the Diſſenters, and al) his Party, if the ir 
Zeal for the Intereſt of the Church be what 
they pretend, lay up this in their Hearts 
and let me add, if this be true, then He 
that crics Fire in the Caſe, and alarms you 
to a reforming your Clergy, does the 
greateſt Piece of Service to the Church, 
that it is poſſible for any Man to be capa- 
ble of. 
I muſt own, moſt humbly aſking the 
QUEEN's Pardon for the ſeeming Boldneſs 
of my Expreſſion, I believe her Majeſty, 
notwichſtanding all her Royal Speeches in 
Favour of the Toleration, and Promiſes of 
Protection to the Diſſenters, to be ia the 
moſt fatai and moſt probable Plot againſt 
the Diſſenters, that ever any of her Roya 
Predece ſſors were engag'd in — 
I hope I may explain my (elf. 


Queen Elizabeth tat-d, ſuppreſs'd, and 
even cruin'd the Pmi:ans, and kept 
them under. 

King Fames I. perſecuted them, and 
drove them co ſeek Baniſhment to 
the Wilderueſſes of America. 


King Charles I. carry'd it on, till he 
puſh'd them into Arms and Civil War, 


or if you call it Rebellion, it is not to 
this Purpoſe. 

King Charles II. 
poveriſh'd, haraſy'd, 
vex'd them. 


fin'd, impriſon'd, im- 
and intolerably 


King Ftmes II. carcſs'd and wheedled - 
them, in order to make Tools of them, 
wherewith to overthrow the Church 
of England firſt, and themſel ves after» 
wards, till both ſhould be ingulph'd 
into one Popery. 


But her Majeſty has taken the readieſt 
and directeſt Meaſures utterly to root 
theic very Name from off the Face of the 
Earth Thoſe former Princes let them 
live, and gave them ſome lucid Intervals 
of Favour or Compaſſion ; but this Defign 
of the QUEEN's wiil deſtroy the very Be- 
ing and Name ofa Diſſenter in Time, if it 
ſhould ſucceed, from off che very Earth 
Whether we cught not to pray, that Her 
Majeſty may not ſucceed in it, let any one 
judge. 

And that you may ſee, I am not 
afraid at all to make out the Thing; 1 ſay, 
this Deſign is evidently carry'd on by her 
Majefty Her-Self, Viola putting into 
Biſhopricks, recommending to Dignities, 
and ſupplying Vacancies, ia all ſuch Churches 
as are in the Royal Gift, with the Men of 
the moſt Learning, Piety, Sincerity, and 
Induftry, She can find; encouraging Mini- 
ſters thereby to be 14boriows in their Mini- 
ſterial Work, conſcientious in their Office 
to the People under their Charge, diligent 
in their Studies, exemplar in their Lives, 
capable and ſound in their Principles and 
Doctrine. Woe be to the Difſenters if this 
Plot goes on! —— The Conſequence is 
plain—— Such Men as theſe will contound 
the preſent Ignorance of the Age, baniſh 
Scandal and Crime from the Altar, revive 
Diicipline, reform Manners, reftore Go- 
verument firſt, and at laſt Worſhip=—- 
And what wil! become of the very Name 
of a Diſſenter ? They wil be all 
forgotten in the World GO D grant, 
her Majef.y*> Plot may thus ſucceed : Then 
we ſhovid be all One Flock again, in One 
Fold, and under One Shepherd. Amen. 
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